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VETERANS 1NTHE TREASURY

Men Who Have Clerked More
" Than Forty Years.

SOPHIE HOLMES' FIND

Adventure of an Honest Darkey

Woman Who Discovered a
Quarter of a Million.

In U? array of the Treasury there are
tnanj veterans. Eoaie of the faithfuls of
Uie 'strong box" parallelogram ou

street have. uteraU) stowii up In

Uie service. The) came us )Outbs and
maidens, some wiUiout the age qualifica-
tions fur suffrage, uud remain touay ut
home ill Uie bunding, after u lifetime us as-

sistants to Uucle sum in his niouey-makiu- g

and uisbursiug.
A uiau or human who lias been In gov-

ernment, wnice iur tvvcni) live Or tlurt)
jears Is not uncommon. Borne nave u rec-ord-of

fort) uud year3bebind them. Itisu
curious lact Iiiul hi touuee-iion- ' vvui inu
Treasury, a department amenable to ali
Uie transitions and mutatlous of succeed-
ing administration, there are so man)
veterans In continuous service. In the
War and Nav) Departments tills is ex-
pected, for the appointees are in the'main
chosen from men who have glen their life
service to the countrj and can demand a
reciprocal ob.igatlan of support.

Veterans who entered beioru the war
were natural!) appointees of a Democratic
administration, and their maintenance in
their positions is e!deuceof their faithful-
ness lh their duties, and a recognition
thereof, which transcended the small dick
ering of iiohtics. Until recent jears there
has been no protective policy of civil ser-
vice to shield the incumbents, and, except-
ing those whose of flclenc) and honesty had
made them Inaluabie to their bureaus, all
hud to bow their head to the inflexible,

law, "to the victors belong the
spoils."

DEAN OF THE VETERANS.
The dean of the eterans and Nestor of

the Treasury is E. F. French of the audit-
ing department. Mr. French is a native
of New Hampshire, and appears to have
been born with the stability of the granite
of liis native State in his constitution.
He is hale and hearty at sevent) seven
years of age, active and happy, proud of
Ills record and hopeful of many useful years'to come.

He first came Into the Treasury In 1848,
within two jcars of halt a century ago,
the longest continued period of service of
any man In government employ. In all
that time lie has been devotedly regular
at his desk and has only had two vaca-
tions of any length. Once he was excused
to remain at home and entertain a case
of malarial fever and at another time to
fight pneumonia. These Illnesses have left
no traces in tils ruddy checks, bright es
and clear voice.

Sir. French has alwajs been a great
sportsman and lover of outdoor diversion
"When he first came to Washington it was
quite a different town from the present
city. He says the memory of the old town
Is as of a different place, and lie some-
times thinks he is spending the latter half
of his life in a new city. Zhls earlier
dajs he used to hunt the plentiful duck in
Uie commons and marshes extending to
Uie Eastern Branch from the present East
Capitol and Second streets

He was one of Uie organizers of the
present League club, or at least of Its
director ancestor. In November, 1S59,
Mr. French, Arthur Tugh Gorman, then a
mail boy, and James Morrill held a meet-
ing which resulted In the formation and
incorporaUon of the Nat'ooal Baseball Club
of Washington.

"We were volunteers in those days," said
Mr. French, "but we had fine games and
lots of fun. I recollect when the New
York team first came down; it was a
great event. When a foreign team from
such a distance complimented us with a
visit, we made a festival for them. The
players were taken to the theater, on ex-
cursions up and down the river, and In-

variably we ended up with a big dinner
et the Kirkwood House, on the site of the
present Raleigh. Later the National Club
Do'ame professional and entered the major
associations. I think I aw nearly every
game until about '72. Slncethen I've been
taking my baseball out of the papers, un- -

til," ho added, with a wink, "'the last
few dajs."

Citizens of Washington will reroembfr
otb er membcrsofthe French family. Benja
min B. French, a brother of E F. French,
wasall his life one of the most conspicuous
District Masons. He was clerk of the
House In '47 and '48, and president of
the first telegraph line from Washington to
New Orleans. Another brother, Henry F.
French, was for nine years Assistant Sec-
retary of the Treasury.

Next to Mr. French in continuous service
stands Henry Sproggln. who enme into the
department In 1R57. He has for.years han-
dled all the gold which has come Into the
Treasury. It is unrecessary to say that his
labors have been considerably lightened the
last few jears in proportion, as the burden
has been shifted to the clerk who handles
till thcoutpolngyellowmetal.

BEBVICE SINCE 1853.
Third ill service of the present incum-

bents is Thomas J. Hobbes, disbursing
clerk. Mr. Hobbes Is a Maine man, and
came from the pine State in the early '50s,
a mere bo). Ue took a clerkship in the
Treasury, and has made himself invalu-
able to "each succeeding chief whose for-
tune it was to have him in Ina office, until
bis full measure of desserts was served,
and by degrees he was promoted to the
dignified and responsible position he now
holds as disbursing clerk Mr. Hobbes has
not oulj seen the building of the Treasury
expand from the long front on Fifteenth
street anil projecting wing to the present
extensive pile, but he has daj after day
seen developed the minutiae of the great
financial which was In his earliest
service crude and Inconsequential, until
now it is a mountain or detail and a
marvel of compUtcnrss Though he left
Maine as a boj and has lived in Washing-
ton for nearlj flftj years, he is still proud
to have retained through the almost half
centurj his home suffrage He remains a
citizen or the State of Maine, pays his
taxes. Interests himseir in Uie politics of
his Commonwealth, and even returns oc-
casionally to exercise the dearest politi-
cal prerogative of an American cltlzcu.

Mr. Hrlbes entered the deiartment In
April, Mr. n. A. Lock wood followed him In
NovetntxT of the same venr. He Is from
Wisconsin; a citizen or rrairlevillc, now
famous to the world as Waukesha. His
father named the town nnd platted the
town. It was artervvard changed to Its
present by force of the fame of Its waters
Mr. Lock wood (las' teen In the rinn.irr- -
ment so long that ho has lost track of'i
lue ucvnriin; uait: oi ins ci'iry. lie went
ton book case or seared and yellow volumes
andplcklngthcfirst on the top shelf brought
Kdown tocf'rrfct thedeNclency lnhly mem-
ory. It whs lie first V(3umc"of enprosse'l

pay roilsor the commissioner of customs
ofitcc and each clerk's slgmiure for
sljlary received. Mr Loclcwood made up
the pav .roll of the office or commlsslbner
of customs from 1862 tol8R4. ne was the
only man ever to hold the position of
deputy commissioner or customs. He was
the incanilient rrom the time the office was
Instituted until It was abolished In ' 04 by
theDockcry bill.

VETERANS GONE BEFORE.
Running his finger down that first page

open before htm Mr. Lock wood commented
on some qX the rriglnals of the autographs
In the column. "Then1.'' sold he, "Is Jufnt. Barclay. He was the rather of the man
sjrhowrotn "Burclaj s"Dlget." He was In
office from his fourteenth to bis eighty-firs- t
year continuously. And H. J. Anderson.
He was afterward governor of Maine, a
'coaJ5iccptis(oncrssnirn In his dav.

of customs anrtjfjxj nrrjilbr of
the Treasury. AinfFlillllp"' Hlncs. Old
Phillip Uinest And Mr. Lnckwnod paused
to langb over the rccollpctlons called up
Mthe sight of this man's name. "He wu

'u (.liurtoterr-wfesHluei- t.' He used to tar 'I
wasn't married till 1 mi louy-nv- not'
till l whs fort sir. Audi have .'iltcenv
cniiurei, sir; lUu-en-l Tln.nK,llie Lorp I
didn't rubrrj sooner lor no'lelling how
nrauy 1 would huve-luid- .' And we never
knew wbeuifr he Was Julhg ur leitsorioas
oveftlieinitter. ButtiScouUnuouslyiimused
us with sueli uud klnured statements.''

Director of the Mint K. E. Preston is one
oi the Uireu rilty-turee- s wnich uiuuue Mr.
Lock wood and Mr. Hobbes. He come into
government service as a boy, and bos known
alHhe Treasurers and Seer ctanesandproml-nentme- n

since." Mr. Preston recalled wltb
especial v i vldncss the da) s of the war when
the Confederates "were making strenuous
endeavors to reach Washington and capture
the Treasury. He cays the most criUcal
Ume was the morning after the first bat-li-e

or Dull Run, when the soldiers came
straggling in, wounded, bleeding, discour-
aged, with stories of hopeless outlook. Then
it was that from day to day, with the snap-pfti- g

of scouts' antf ptckets'gnns acrosstbe
river, no one felt secure of the morrow.

These mpn stand to Uie fore as the vet.
erans of veterans. Wbentwe corne down to
the coc's,deration of those who have been
In the department since 186(1, they begin
to rnultlpl). Especially conspicuous In the
lists are the women. Those who have seen
long service are as numerous as their
brothers. Best known of all the women, or
of the men, cither, for that matter, in the
department is Sophie Holmes.

A 8TKANGE ADVENTURE.
No one who has ever been connected

with thcTnasury but knows BophlcUolines.
Sophie, as she Is familiarly and affoc-Uonate-

called by ail who know her,
entered the Treasury in 16C2, one of the
first negro women to receive a Federal
appointment as a free woman, A part of
the lore of the Trcasur), nDd surely Uie
most iatercsUng of all tie many curious
things that hav c hapiiuicd to her, remains
her experience one night in the first year
of herincumlxncy.

SopMc was born in Georgetown; she was
appointed from that town, and has always
lived there. Her. first duties where as
charwoman. When at 4 o'clock Uie offices
were closed It was her duty to go about
with dusker and rag to make presentable
the rooms of the clerks. One night the
girl-bop- hle was only a girl then was
dusting about as usual, wLen under tl o
tables of one of the clerk's offices si e
found one of the boxes such as usually
held the new bank notes. It was covered
over with waste paper, and Sophie at first
mistook the heap as a possible contribution
for the bonfire. Had she acted on her
first Impulse the distinction would prop-ab- l)

be hers of having built the most ex-

pensive small or large bonfire in tie his-

tory of the world.
She was nonplussed, almost stupefied. In

her surprise. She was new In hcrpositlon,
and did not know what to do She did not
know which of her fellow-labore- orwatcb-me- n

to trust, if any. So she simply dusted
awayln hopes some one shecoalddependon
would come. It Is not of record how many
dusters and brooms and rags Sophie wore
out that memorable night, but she did
ken nn her feint of work, unwilling to
letvc the treasure box to other perhaps
untrustworthy hands.

BED OF BANK NOTES.
Often the watchman came b) to inquire

ir she was uot done, but she on!) kept to
her work uud called back "Lor', no, not
near." Finall) the others ilnistted and left
The watchman made his last round, lorgot
Sophie, put out lite lights and went the wa)
of all watchmen to sleep.

About this lime Sophie ma infested a sim-

ilar inclination. She sat down onleriujt-tenou- s

box, arranged her short skirts about
It so as to conceal the nature of her stool,
and she, too, went to sleep.

Geo. Spinner was at the time treasurcrof
the United States. He was known as the
Watch Dog of the Treasury. So assid-
uous was he in tils work thatnotonl) did lie
sieod bis clay and evenings in the building,
but he had a cot in his ofrice, and there he
slept. It was tils cautious custom to prowl
about rtcrlng the night to see tint alt was
well. On these Journeys he wore ill fitting
carpet slippers, which, as the) flapped
on tliestone corridors, belled. tlieshrewUness
of the cautious, watchman.

The slippers !ieUa)cd his coming. The
even awoke the tired Sophie.

She recognized the prowler, and knew it
was at last one she could trust. So she
called him from the darkness. Tradition
does not say how astonished the brave
general may have been, but he came to
Sophie and made Inquiry of what she
wanted. She handed oveto him the box
she had guarded. Together they went and
roused Uie watchmen and they went to a
safety room. There the box was securely
locked, and Sophie went,home to George-
town, weary after her faithful vigil.

Jv hen she came next day Gen. Spinner
told her that she had guarded over a quar-
ter of a million of new money, and for her
faithfulness he appointed her to the posi-
tion which she has held ever-slnc- c.

Sophie is modest of her famous adven
ture, nnd foele that she deserves no corn-me- n

itatlonfordolncwhat any honest woman
should. She handles dally as much money
as she guarded that night In '62, and her
chiefs look upon her as one of the most
trustworthy emploves of the department.

SOME OF THE OTHERS.

A complete list would entail a canvrfes
of the lab)rlnth of the Treasury, and a
personal interview with t.a..n ottle clerks.
Those mentioned have been the longest in
service. In Uie middle slxUes there
were man) changes wmch orougut in new
people, some of whom remain.

Sumner I. Kimball, Chief of the Life
SavingsBureah, has been In the department
since 1802: Mrs. L)dla E. Rosenberg, made
her entree in 1863; "Aunt Louisa" Hill,
who ma) be seen dally at the head of the
first stairs In the northeast corner, lias
been In the department so long that she
forgets when she came; of the veterans of
'64, Uiere nre .George W. Maher, of the
special agent's division; Henry K. Lever,
Charles H Buxton, Miss Susan Dugger,"Mi83
Trances S. Hoey, Mrs Villa Leonard, Carl
Sllerlein, Alexander Marshall and Henry
K. Weaver. E B.Daskin.orthcindependent
treasury, capiein'GS. S..N. Buynltskycame
from Russia and entered the diartment
In 1S68. Had he remained at home he
would have snccpRded to a title and rank
among the nobility. a

The Earth' Crnst.
The surface of the crust ot the earth is

divided bv .a German scientist into five
regions, as follows;-- The culminating aica
of tLe earth's crust, occupying G per cent
of the surface and lying altogether above
1,000 meters, wltb a mean height or 2,200
meters-- or 7 ,200 reel ai.ove the bea. The
. ... 11, 1. . iu " Pjinguli the sur-
face from the 1,000-met- contour line ot
elevation to tbe 200-mct- cr contour line of
depth, 1. c , to the margin of the shallow
sea border or continental shelf. It comprises
28.3 per cent of the "surface, and has a
mean elevation ot 250 meters, or 800
feet, above tbe sea. The continental slope,
from a depth of 200 meters to 2,300 below
sea level, covers 9 per ctot of the earth's
surra ce, and has a mean dcpUi of 1,300
meters, or 4 ,300 feet. Tlie oceanic plateau ,
between the depths of 2,300 and 5,000
meters, occupies no less than G3.7 per
of the surface, and has a mean depth of
4,100 metersr or 13.CG0 feet. Finally, the
depressed area.deeper than 0,000 meters, is
assumed tooccuny 3 percent of tLe surface,
with 0 mean dcpUl q '0,000 meters, say
0,606 feet. fiicEaneo.

A Historic Tree,
A recent windstorm in Kentucky blew

down a large red elm known as the "Dlck-laso- c

tree." It was situated on the ground
whereon the famousrjnckson-Dlcklnso- n duel
wasfought Inl806 UnlerthistreeCharleS'
Dickinson reclined while awaiting medical
Aid afterjiavlng been mortally wounded by
Andrew Jack-so- In tills duel "Old Hick-
ory" received a wound, from the effects of
which he never recovered Exchange.

The Spirit ot ..Organization.
Teacher WMie, jou are to stay In after

scho-i- l nnd do threnexrra examples,
Millie What! And git put Out or the

Scholars' Uuian'TBr'workin' overtime? I
will, I don't" llilnkl Cincinnati Enquirer. -

Etiquette.
Mr. DuntunpallbiUln his mouth) "When or

shalH-call- - ngalnS'Mf: Owens? In
Mr. Owens Well. It would hardly he

"proper" tor you to call again unUi I ltave
returned thcpresentcalL Cleveland Leader.

l

'3 FIRST DEFENDERS

Washington Minute MerWill
Soon Hold a Reunion.

READY FOR THE INVADERS

Company Was Organized One Month

Before Commencement 0 Hos-

tilities by Patriotic Toons Men,

A faded, moth eaten uniform of gray is
theiucenliv e w lilch ban suggested u reuntonc
of the. District or Columbia 'Uluutc Men,
who first rispouded to their country's
call to urmu. The uniform Is a relio of the
sllrriug days of '61, when iniUtury Wash-iugto- u

was on the ujert to protect the no-
tion's capital. It was worn by a member
or Cumpau) A, Second liullaiion, TJlilon
Regltneut of the District militia.

'lb I? compjuy was thefirst body of troops
mustered lino the TJuiteU States service
for the deieuso ot the Union. While other

'bodies of troops from Uie Btates were htir- -
rjing towarn Washington, In response to
Presldeul Lincoln's call for defenders of
the flag. Company A had already been
sworn in, and was doing effective duty
guardlug first the public buildings und
then the approaches to the. city, bo that,
lu fact, it can be said to be the very first
organized mihtarylrody at Uie front In the
service or the govcmirenl, for in those stlr--riu- g

days Washington Cit) was at the fore-
front of hostilities

FIRST COMPANY ORGANIZED.
The resurrected mil rorm of Company A is,

therefore, of unusual historical Interest,
as being worn by oue or the first de-
fenders It was brought to light by De-
tective Scrgt. Robert Johnson, of police
headquarters, who was one or the bravest
members or the old company.

This company was organized about ouc
month liefore the commencement of

by a number or patriotic Waslilng-tonlan- s,

who foresaw trouble between the
North and South. They heard the ominous
muttering or war andou the distant hori-
zon saw the lightning flashes.

The meeting place of Company A was
In old Uall, on E street, be-
tween Ninth and Tenth streets northwest.
This was their armory and drillroom.
The company soon reached i membership
or 130 of the best young men In Uie city.
E. C. Carrlagton was chosen captain.
with Harry Curtis, first lieutenant; Bhcll- -

cross, second lieutenant, and Touog Ward,
a son of the lumber merchant,
third lieutenant. These or fleers were the
choice of the organization.

SWORN INTO 8ERV1CE.
On April 10, 1861, Immediately after

President Lincoln's first call for troops.
Company A, 1 30 muskets strong, mustered
at the armor) and wiUi beaUng drums and
the Stars and stripes nuiiering in uie
breeze, ma rthed to the front of the WarDe-partmco- t,

then situated In the old Winder
building on Seventeenth street. After the
District minute men had been drawn up to
be sworn in. Gen. Bcott, comiuander-in-chle- f

of tlie Union army, came outof the
Department and in person superintended
the taking 'of the oath by Uie first soldiers
who had entered Uncle Sam's service In
thlsclty to protect government propertyand
repel invaders to the capital.

After being mustered InCompany A was
assigned to quarters In the Patent Olflcc,
and guards were detailed at tbeother pub-
lic buildings. The company next guarded
Long Bridge and later on Chain Bridge. It
was then sent up tlie I'otomac to Darnes-tow-

near Harper's Ferry. While In that
vicinity the battalion to which Company
A was attached, had a skirmish with the
Black Horse Cavalry, commanded by the
dashing Gen. Ashby.

Compan) A was organized nearly two
months before President Lincoln's call for
76,000 men, nnd after doing active and
efficient service for three months, was mus-
tered out. Many of the members then en-

tered regiments from different States in
the Infantry, cavalry and artillery branches,
and served throughout the war. Some of
them became officers nnd earned distinc-
tion on many hard fought fields.

Among the members of Company A who
are still alive are Wash. B Williams, who
was the captain's clerk; Detective 8ergcant
Robert Johnson, Peyton Scrivener, John
Slnsel, Harry Parker, now an Inmate of
the Hampton Soldiers' Home; Second Lieut.
Sbcllcross, John Culverwcll, Clssell, Har-
mon Davis, George C.Harris. Marion Fen-wlc-

J. T. Sbeld and Paul Burke.

DREAMS ABOUT HORSES.

Valuable Animal Saved by His Own-
er's Vivid Dream.

Dreams, like girls, "are queer,' and
dreams wherein horses figure largely take
rank among the queerest. I shall give a
few dreams, notot "fair women,' but of -
horses, told one day between Jieats. In
the year eighteen hundred and ninety some-
thing a gentleman entered a promising
pacer for a race to come off some time dur-
ing the summer. He was speeding the
horse on the last or the snow, and wrote to
his wife, who was visiting In a distant
town, that his prospects for a race horse
were rosy.

That night the lady, although not espe-
cially an admirer of horses, dreamed that -
she was sitting in the stand watching the
finish of the race wherein her husband's
horse was to take part. Replying to the let-
ter, she said that his horse would win the
race, tbe last heat several lengths ahead

a gray horse, the only other one. she saw
her dream, and that tbe Judge an-

nounced the time 2:20
Tbe letter canted a good deal of amuse-

ment In the family during the months pre- -

viou to,'berVaee, nd. finally-whe- n the
day camo five horses started, among them
being; a 'dart gray. The dream came true
Injeveryvrespect, the race belnm-- won, in
three heaU, 'and at 'the finish the gray
was lb- only one In UV-t- rest. Just
coming Into the stretch; time, 2:20
This dream I can vouch for, as I saw the

f letter weeks before the race took place.
say Tony Seek In Trotter and Pacer.

Another gentleman who was sleeping at
art Inn beside the. track where bis horses
were gabled dreamed that lie saMbe win-
dow of the stall con tainlnga valuable young
horse being stealthily opened from the out-
side. Then fire flashed and fell among the
straw, revealing the horses In a state or ter-
ror, pawing and snorting loudly.'

Toe dream was so. vivid that he awoke
and fancied be could in reality hear the
horse striking the walls of his stall. He

--partially dressed and ran out, and not a
moment too soonJSome miscreant bands
had thrown adoHi burning and soaked
with oil In through the wlndowi This
had Ignited tbeatraw, and In a few seconds
more the horseuxrust have perished, Uiouch
fortunately as It was be was but slightly
injured.

THE TJNStABIUED 31AN.

'Twelve Iteaaonai'Wtiy a Man Should
Bemalmu Huclielor.

1. If a lnanlsnatarallyselfLsh, for good-
ness' sake let Urn always look after No. 1 ,

Is the advice given In the London Tit-Hit-s.

2. If bis mother Is? the, best cook In the
world, let hliiustop with her.

3. If, whenever; he opens his mouth, he
la always putting-- his foot in it, he had better
never propose to a girl.

4. If be is a thorough miser, It were bet
ter for niiu loreiuuin singularly miser-
able.

0. If he Is generally a woiuan-liatc- r, let
bliu become a hermit in thelsleof Man.

6. It be detests children and calls them
pests, be is evidently uncivilized and un-
worthy to frequent the haunts of a civil-
ized community.

7. If physically and consUtuUonally un
fitted for matrimony. It is nothing less than

criminal for him to marry.
8. If a man is blessed with a good sister

to whom he is unkind nud even cruel, he is
certainly unsuitable for a partner tojuiy
one else's sister.

9. If a man Is earning less salary than
Uie woman whom he might care to marry
is earning, let him not marry her.

10. If a man would be likely to prefer
after marriage the company of club asso-
ciates and tho pleasures of the billiard
table to the sweet companionship of a hal-
lowed happiness of a home, let him re-
frain from Uilnklng ot marrying. -

11. It a man will be unable to maintain
a wife as comfortably ua she has been
used to, and unless he has something saved
toward future unforseen eventualities, he
had better remain a bachelor, for when

Gen. Spinner Finds Sophie Holmes.

poverty comes In at the door love fl'es
out of the window.

12. It lie would be unwilling to frankly
and candidly tell before marriage every-
thing ot his past life, which, In the event
of his marr)ing, would, it found out,
cause endless trouble and lifelong

let him, by all means, remain
single.

TVOMEJT AT OXFORD.

Tbree Kinds of Certificates Are
IsMUed to Ttiem. 0 . '

The council of the Association for the
Education of Women In Oxford has de-
cided, pending the revival of the agitation
for conferring the bachelor of arts de-
gree on women, to issue certificates to
those of Its students who have complied
with certain conditions of examination
and residence, says the London Times.

They will be of three kinds, but It will
be essential for all that residence sbnll

Jiave been kept In Oxford nnd a class
obtained, in an Oxford honor examina-
tion. The first will be given for the
strict bachelor of arts course with full
residence. The second will be given for
a course approved by the council of theV
association as an alternative to the de-
gree course. Three examinations will
be obligatory 'and twelve terms' resi-
dence, but there Will be no limits of stand-
ing. For the third eight terms' resi-
dence will be sufficient, and nn Interme-
diate examination will not be required.

The certificates will bear the signatures
ot the president ot the association nnd
the principal of the college, ball, or other
body to which the student belongs and will
be Issued only to students whose names
have been on the books of tho association
during the requisite period ot residence.
By the present rules of the associaUou
no student can be placed or remain on
the books unless she is a member or Lndr-
Margaret Hall, Somervllie. Colleire. St.
Hugh's Hall, or the Body ot Home Stu
dents, but provision has been made for
the recognition, under certain conditions,
of new halls.

Strnolc It the First Time.
"So you have written a novel?"
"Yes."
"Has your heroine saUn skin, velvet

eyelashes and hair like threads ot spun
gold?" as

"Yes.
"Is her name;Gwendollne?,
"It is."
"Then I don't see why It shouldn't be a

uccess." Tid 1B1U.

Why Sid-Didn'- t Laugh.
Bold little Kannte Cnaffle: "Mamma,

(.this is tbe place where some Utile, girts to
werewaiking, ana oneor tuem felldown
and hurt herself, nd they all laughed ex-
cept me."

"And whv tlitCt you laugh, Fannie?" of
"Because I was'the little girl that fell

down-- and hW rherself." Texas Sifter.

JXeaWestly Voices.
"Mrs. Caey-Brrlgan- 's daughter is

turnin'outformVllum. She dobehea'rln"
voices la the naper air, they tell me.

Casey I beaUHm every day meselr.
Sometimes tberyUs"Hbrtart" and some
times "BricU'v-vanann- au Enquirer. I

.

Uncle SamV Officers Experi--
. melting With an Airship.

MOVEMENTS KEPTSECRET

It Is Not DesirableThat Otbe Nations

Should Learn of Uie Progress Be-i- n;

Blade In This Direction.

One of the' most Interesting equipments
of tho United States army la1 a balloon
now ntFort Logan, Col. Bo conspicuous
a port Is tho balloon desUned to play in fa
tare warfare that one official In the War
Department has been directed to devote
his enure time and the whole ot his ener-
gies towuru the advancement of aerial loco-
motion.

The name ot this officer is not known,
however. Ue is on Uie staff of General
creel) , cliif signaling officer of the army
and of NorUi Pole exploration fame. It is
natural that his Identity should be keot as
secret as possible. In time of peace no gen
eral cares to disclose his plans to a possible
enemy airy more than be would think of
publishing every move he Intended in time
of hostilities.

Though this country was the first to In
troduce the balloon into practical use In
Ume of war it has not since advanced as
some others have done.

VALUABLE IN TIMES OF WAR.
"Balloons are valuable In times of war,"

said Capt. Craig of Gen Greely's dc part-me-

to a Times reporter, "in order that
the commanding officer or fats aids may
see Uie ground of the enemy. No project
tor such observation has yet been pre-
sented that will equal the balloon.

"They are divided into two kinds, cap-
tive balloons and dirigible balloons. The
fonneris the only kind in geceraluse. This
Is raised Immediately over the camp and
held In place by a rope or cable. The com-
manding officer, or nn aid, makes the'
ascent. With a glass, be looks over the
camp of the enemy. It hostilities are then
in actual progress, he directs his subordi-
nates by means of telegraph or telephone,
for be Is In electrical communication with
Uicm. Messagesand drawings may also tie
sent up and down the cable or rope that
holds Uie monster captive.

"The only country that Is yet known to
have )et made use of the dirigible balloon

Is France. This U a movable ballooncapable of going from place to place at
Uie will of some person or persons. In theyears 1884--8- 5 the French army experi-
mented with thlseortof a balloonand werequite successful. It Is known that in fiveoutot seven ascents the machine was made
10 sail fourteen miles and back again at
Uie will of the manipulator.

"We have no Information, tnougb, as to
bow the balloon operates. Of course, theFrench would want to keep their secret,
and Uiey have been successful. It is al
most certain that the machine was driven
by a small, light engine. Since then the
French inventors have occupied themselves
with the question of motor power. Their
balloon, too, had a cigar-shape- d car below
tbe gas receptacle.

CAN CARRY DYNAMITE.
"Not only mar the dirigible balloon

serve as a car for observation, but It
may be used to carry dynamite and other
high explosives over the camp of an enemy.
Ills Uiought the Germans have them, too,
though they have never made known their
secret, it they have. Foreign countries
furnish their armies plenty of money for
experiments." - j

"You are doubtless of Uie opinion, tlftn,
Uiattbeduyis coming when the manageable

s will be at baud,' asked the
Capt. Craig shrugged bis shoulders, andanswered, "I in."
As already stated, the experiments being

made Id this country at the present Ume rail
under the province or the Signal Service
Corps. The oue balloon at Fort Logan Is
used as a sort of training school, where
those enlisted in the corps are taught bal-
loon culture. It Is Intended eventually to
make every signaling man familiar with
Uie use of tbe balloon.
It Is not conceived how any great tech-me-

knowledge or training is necessary
to fit one to manipulate, or assist In manipu-lating, the balloon. It Is an ordinary nno
Just like the aeronaut uses who entertainsthe patrons ot country fairs and summer
resorts with his thrilling parachute leaps.
The great bag is fitted with a baskef ca-pable ot holding two passengers, and a e

Instruments.
Chief ot the latter Is a telenhone or

telegraph instrument. Experiments with ls
the telephone have been hardly so fruitful

with tbe telegraph, and as a conse-
quence every member of the Signal Ser-
vice Corps In the army has been called
upon or will be called upon to study
telegraphy until he can readily transmit
ana send messages.

FILLING THE BALLOON.
Tbe communicating wire from balloon

camp runs down tbe rope or cable
that prevents tbe airship from escaping.
This connection Is either or plain manlllarope or of steel wire. When constructed

wire, as it more frequently Is, thetelegraph wires are properly Insulated and
made to form thecenur ot the fine metallic
threads that go to make op tho long .
cables.

Of course, a reel u a necessary ad-
junct to the terrestrial end of the eanln
ment. This Is' fitted to a wagon" that Is
constructed. to, carry the balloon and all
attendant aBParafas; and If the' wind" la
not unfavorable tbe baJiooscw be moveu

. ET WT - J- - 1

rrom one point Ict.tfie field to another by
a movement of, the reel carriage..-,r-,Tb- e

solution of the problem of how to fill
the balloon Is only orrecent. date...Pne fit
tee chief reasons why they were pot more
frequently aad effectually juad during the
lute war, was becauselt required almost,
an entire aay to manuracturc toe gas on we
field. Apparatus for speedily making gas
U no w part of Uncle Sam's balloon depart
went supplies. lt ,, ,t t

It ts compressed I n steel cylinders that are
transported over the, territory on the reel
wagon'. The capacity of each cylinder la
onecublcfootofuirundernoroialcondiUons.
Tbegas is compressed tosuch a degree, bow-eve- r,

that from 1 20 16 200 cubic fee t cn be
stored In each cylinder. I

Upon first observation it would seem that
Uie pracUcabllity of the balloon would be
suddenly and'lgnomlnlously cut short by
a few bullets from the 'rifles of some of
the sharpshooters. But such Is not the case,
and the martial aeronaut has litUe to fear
unless perchance a,bullet should do blm
personal Injury. The rent made by the
missile does little damage. SU11 more Im-

portant Is the fact that all of tbeDullet
hole are on Uie underside, while the main
pressure of Uie gas Is agalust the upper
surface. -

NO DANGER FROM BULLETS.
The balloon has tlien really only one ene-

my, the army men say, and that is not a
formidable one. It is the cannon. Thtef-fec- t

a shell would have on the great liaz
Is readily Imaginable. Tet it would. In
roost cases, be Imposs'ble to use a cannon
or mortar without digging a hole in U.e
ground In order to secure the proper angle
while Uie balloon Is at a high altitude.

This would be slow and difficult work, and
It is not to be supposed that Uie balloonist.
who has such an excellent birdseye view
of all below him, would lie Insensible to the
intent or bis enemies. On discovery of Uie
danger be could easily dispatch to bis
friends below, and a slight change in the
posiUon of the, balloon would necessitate a
complete reversion or toe cannon a position
In the enemy's camp.

It i considered that an altitude of about
4,300 yards will put a balloon ojtside the
effective range of field artillery, without
neing so rar on that it prevents the point
which it is desired to examine being dis-
tinguishable. In a famous trial made by
the Austrians about one year ago an aggre-
gate of 10,1100 bullets and shells were fired
at a balloon during the course or the ex-
periments, and when all was over Uie great
object floated as serenely as when the firing
first began.

It Is generally conceded that this govern-
ment Is sUll slow In advancing money for
the carrying out of scientific projects.
Reiieatcdly bills have been Introduced in
Congress to raise money to assist some
Inventor In carrying out the solution of
the balloon question. The latest bill .was
submitted June 1 of this year. It was si-

multaneously offered by "Senator Peffer
in the Senate and Representative Meredith
of Tirginla in tbe House.

It provided that the government should
advance to Jau lesSeldonCowdon of Vienna,
Fairfax county, Va , the sum of $1G.000,
to be used for tbe construction of a balloon.
It was pointed out In tbe bill that the gov-
ernment had assisted Samuel F. B. Morse
in his scientific experiments. Neither bill
was ever reported upon.

A bill to the same effect was once intro-
duced by Senator Cockrell, and a rerort
followed, but It was not passed upon In
Congress.

CAjrnm acknowledgment.
Felt That He Won Not Without Hea-Ho-

for Ilclitst Prond.
He is ihe joung itju wLo writes the

newspaper advertisements for a large
uueuannle firm.. He writes them will,
too, and enjoys llfeas Is the privilege of a
man who has successfully applied himself
toblsburincss. Amorga number of friends
with whom he was talking was one whose
long acquaintance makes It possible for
fclin to ay things wlii Ji would be resented
l" oilier people, says the- - Detroit Irec
Press.

it seems to me," rerrarked the friend,
"that you are a very lucky person."

v. ell," was the reply , "that is what the
envious always say of a man who makes
a success of literature, I have ncr doubt
tliat ren.ark' has been made of nearly every
man who has worked hard and finall)
prospered."
"lou seem to take a rather serious

view of your railing."
"I have to. It means shoes and neckties

and house rentand three meals a d&y and
lots of other little things, that make life
pleasant."

"Still. I don't think it Is very much to "he
proud of."

"Perhaps not. I struggle with my self- -
esteem every now and then."

"Well, this period of civilization has
certainly produced strange demands."

"That'sit. There's the keynote of the
whole situation. Whenl reflect that I am
making a good living in an era when
Shakespeare or Lortl Byron would protiabl)
walk Uie streets in vain, looking for a
Job, I tell you I can't help getUng a littU--
bit prouu. ana i might just as well oivn
up to it."

THE WILY SEAL.

How He Manages to Catch Sea Gulls
Unawares.

The seal Is probably the clumsiest animal
lu the world, says the New Xork Recorder.
He likes to bask In the sun all day and
when he is exceedingly sluggish
and awkward. It has often been wondered
how this animal manages to secure its
fav orlte food, wild sea fuwL

Bea gulls are so wild that it Is difficult I
even for mail to get within gunshot of one.
Tbe seal seems to realize that It would be
a waste of time to attempt to crawl up ou
the gulls as ttjey rest upon the water and
catch them unawares. So he watches until
Uie gulls are soaring, slowly through the In
air and close to The- - waves.

Then the seal dlv es Into tbe sea and swims
underneath the water for some distance.
By the time he has managed to swim about
a huudrcd feet the gull has forgotten the
presence of Its "enemy. This gives the
seal his opportunity. He cautiously rises
to the surface of the water at some dis-
tance from the point at which he dived,
and allows merely the tip of his great nose
to appear above the water.

Reinaluing in this position he gives hs
enormous bod) a rotary motion, so Uiat his-nos-e

describes a circle on the surface of the
ocean. He does tills so skillfully that to
the gull bU nose looks like a fish at play.
This catches the gull's eye, and It at once
darts Uowu with the speed of an arrow,
altniug straight for the little dot:

The seal sees it corning uild sinks a s.

and as Ihe gull strikes the --waters
with tremendous force the seal's Jaws close
upward and the gull disapears.

Menellk's Present.
One of the first things that strikes the

visitor to the Bible House In London Is a
magnificent pair of elephant's tusks pre-
sented

Is

by Mcnclik II, Emperor of Abyssinia.
When Menellk came to tbe throne the
Bible Society committee sent htm a
specially-boun- d copy of the Scriptures
In his native tongue, and offered to re-

place In the churches and houses the
Bibles destroyed by the Dervishes. The
emperor's gift was accompanied by a
letter, the seal ot which bears this Inscrip-
tion in Arsharlc- - "The lion of the tribe ot
.Tudah hath conquered." Philadelphia
Press.

Electric "Flshinjr.
It Is said that in Spain electric fishtai
to be carried nn nn n. lanm imi. a

Spanish company- - has taken out nntentn in I

.XVK, - -- -, -- .,,. owu, 0vcu,has been tried with some success in Cali I

fornia, where a 'net was fitted wltb elec-
tric lights. It proved very attractive to
tbe fish, which had previously-bee- n rather
wary of entering the neta. Chicago Chron-
ical.

Preoccupation.
Mother (severely) May, did I see Mr. do

Dashaway stroking your Iialr on. the piazza
last evening?

May Yes, lua.bot that's only force of
habit.

Mother Habit! Wliat do yon mean?
Hay Why. be stroked his college boat,

yon know. New York Press.
; rr-- ,V .

Two Points of View-S- he

Bow full ntVbla subject our iPastor"
,was-th- morning! r5He Yea", aad how slow ho' aa, In empty-la- g

hlmn-TriiU- k.,. ;.,...
5r U' --'
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British aid Venezuelan Minis-

ters Stick to Their Dzsks.

SKILLED IN STATECRAFT

These Gentlemen Have Made Ea
viable Reputations in This Cou-

ntryBoth Very Popular.

Sir Julian Fauncetote and Don Jos
Andrade, the representatives, respecUvelyv
of Great Britain and Venezuela, are two of
thebardest-workui- g diplomats in Washing-
ton.

Thcreis a popular Impression thata dip-

lomat at Washlugtun leads a dilettante life.
Idling his time awuy In tbe fashionable
clubs, and devoting the remainder of bis
waking hourj to Uie dlstratl-i- s ot so-

ciety. While this is true of certain lego.-tloti- a,

with whose countries the United
States has little in common, outside ot our
commercial relations, It Is not true of all.
One of Uie notable exceptions Is tbe British
ambassador, who receives sixty days va-
cation each year, and devotes tbe remaining
ten months to tbe multifarious duties of ua
office which requires not only the highest
order of diplomatic sldu, but u capacity for
hard work, which would tax the energies
ot tbe must robust.

So closely connected are the relations ot
Great Britain an J the United Btates, and so
numerous are tbe questions constantly
arising which call for prompt and tactful
settlement tjjat the post ot British ambas-
sador at Washington Is now one of the most
coveted within the gift-o- f the London for-
eign office. The ambassador to America
ranks In Importance with tbe English am-
bassadors at Paris, St. Petersburg, Berlin
and Constantinople, and overshadows hci
majesty's representatives at all the other
great capitals'of Europe and the cast.

WASHINGTON A GOOD POST.
In Umcs past Washington was the bete

noire of the trained diplomatist, whether bo
represented tbe constitutional monarchy
ot England or the royal houses of the great
contiuentalpo we rs. But times have changed.
Washington Is now not only a delightful
place of residence, but the discbarge oC

diplomatic duUes here requires talents
of the first rank, .so that one's assign-me- at

to this post Is no w a decided mark oC
distinction. . .

A very interesting man Is Sir Julian
Pauncetote, with his fine English face,
framed In gray elde whiskers, wl.ose deep
blue eyes twinkle with good humor as ho
speaks. He Is a man somewhat past the
meridian of life, who carries lilnieelf well,
and who represents the best type of the
English gentleman.

Sir Julian lives in a handsome brick resi-
dence at tbe corner of Connecticut avenue
andN street, a fashionable thoroughfareal-way- s,

but made especially so since tbe
British government purchased, the premises
and erected tin- - presentbainlsomestructure.
Here Sir Julian lives wltb Us wife and
bis three clever daughters fresh, whole-
some, robust youhg woncn, every one ot
them liavlng no rent to pay and a large
staff ot servants, also furnished by Uie
government, to wait upon bim. He re-

ceives In addition a salary of $40,000 &
year and manages to live comfortably and
keep tbe traditional wolf from the door
without unnssjessary exertion.

They are very agreeable people, these
Paunccfotes, and they are highly esteemed
In America, for their acquaintance Is not
limited to the boundaries of the District of
Columbia, but extends to tbe "smart" sets
of .New York, Boston. Philadelphia and
others of the fashionable eastern centers.
They are Invited out a great deal, and they
do considerable entertaining in return.
These entertainments usually take the
form of dinner parties, wllch all society
people now effect as being more exclusive
than the big teas and receptions of years
ago.

The British embassy is well adapted to
dinner giving, and frequently as. many as
twenty-fou- r guests are entertained In that
way. On these occasions the massive gold
service presented to the embassy by Queen
Victoria some years ago Is brought into
requisition, and when around this are gath-
ered many or tbe most distinguished men
and women in American social ami political
lire the errect is brilliant in tre extreme.

Tbe United States has no better friend
among Uie foreign residents at the capital
than Sir Julian Paunce'ote Although a
loyal son or Britain, who has been re-
peatedly honored by the queen, he has
still a hearty nppreciaUon of America and
Ihe American people.

A. year ago, when it was whispered about
that be was to be transferred to Paris,
which is the most important diplomatic
post In tbe British service, he explained
to the writer that, while he would appre-
ciate tbe honor, he hoped that- - the report
was not true and that be might be per-
mitted to remain here. 1

WANTS TO REMAIN HERE. 1
"I lived for many years of my life In for-

eign countries," stud he, "and I can't ex--
press to you how great a satisfaction it
was to lie stationed at Washington, where

can hear the English language spoken.
Next to England, there is no country so
attractive, either to my family or myself,
as the United States. I should be glad to

my diplomatic career at Washington,
and shall do so lr I am permittedanvchoicn

tbe matter."
Sir Julian was notspcaldng for publica-

tion, and it would 'be unfair, therefore,
to doubt the sincerity of his utterances. Itwas a casual remark made during a private
conversation, und obviously not intended
lo be printed. It is repeated here not from
auy desire to betra) his confidence, but In
order that the readers ot this paper should
know for themselves the esteem In which
they and their country arc held by the dean .
of the diplomatic corps at Washington.

Sir Julian ridicules Ihe possibility of war
between theUnitedSlatenandGreatBrltaln.

Ue docs not believe it is possible. He Is
certain that nothing coulil force Great
Britain into 11 war with the United States,
except it be a defensive war, and then,
only to retain her self respect.

BENOR ANDRADE POPULAR.
Scoor Andrade, the Venezuelan minister,

like his English colleagues has also an
engaging personality. He Is about fifty
years old and a. widower.

One of his daughters, Teresa, a lovely
girl of eighteen, was married n few weeks
since In thlsclty to a young German who

engaged in business in her native coun-
try. The Andrades have teen In Washing-
ton only a few )ears,but In that time they
have become very popular.

The minister Is a Lorn diplomat. He was
educated for the bar, but has represented
Venezuela in a number or different coun-
tries He has handled the delicate ques-
tions arising between U.is country and
England with rare skill and adroitness.
He is highly esteemed by Secretary Oiney,
who during their Intimate acquaintance ot
the past twelve months has learned to ap-
preciate fully the Venezuelan minister's
admirable diplomatic qualities.

All tbe South American countries regard
the United States as their "big brother ot
the north." as they phrasp It, and the mis
sion at, Washington, therefore, is always

ri,w,e rnuv deserves the mnririfvnr, whis..w ...u
not only President Cruspo, but President
Cleveland as well, reposes In him.

The Doctor and the. Lawyer.
"Now you know the details or the alifair,"sald thei doctor to the lawyer a few

days later. "What would you advise roe to
about It?"

"Go, back to your practice," replied tholavvjer promptly. 'VYou bnve no case. Tendollars, please." ,
"Now that I have, told you the symp-

toms," said the lawjAr to the doctor afew days later, "what would you adrlsome. to do?"
"Go back to your pracUceT" replied the

physician promptly. "You have nothing;
seriously wroog. with you-- Ten dollars,
please." -

TbU3 it happens that two men arc call,
lag' each other robbers. Chicago Post, '
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